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Abstract 

This paper was prompted by the need to examine the relevace of political 
education on sustainable national development in Nigeria’s fourth republic 
within the backdrop of president Yara’adua’s seven- point agenda. The 
paper in its analysis adopted the theroy of  political culture as its theoretical 
framework. Furthermore, the concept –political education and national 
development since the they served as the fulcrum of discussion in the paper 
were conceptually clarified. The paper argue that given the fact, that the 
state experienced a longer period of millitary governance at the detriment of 
a civil and democratic governance,the paper came to the conclusion that the 
political education of Nigerians citizens would engender the effective 
realization of the seven-point agenda in Nigeria’s task towards national 
development. The paper recommended that concerted efforts should be 
made in bringing about the political education of Nigerians. This could  be 
achieved by making political education compulsory at all levels of our 
educational system. 

 
Introduction 
 Nigeria’s journey to a sustainable civil and democratic government has been long and 
tortuous.Indeed,Nigeria’s past efforts of actually engending a civil and democratiic governance 
between 1960 to 1966 and1979 to 1983 were both truncated by military fiats. However, with the 
successful entrenchment of a civil and democratic governance in the country in may, 1999, it is 
imperative to re-orientate and re-position the Nigerian citizens to participate actively and effectively 
in the decision- making process of the states as well contribute meaningfully their quota towards the 
national development of the Nigerian state. 
 Consequently,it follows that for the continuous survival of a civil governance in Nigeria, there 
is the need for the Nigerian cetizens to be politically enlightened to enable them participate effectively 
in the decision-making process of the state.Indeed, Social Science scholars are of the view that a civil 
and democratic governmence thrives best when the citizens are politically enligntened (Appadoi, 1975 
and Thompson and Umoh,2001).This obviously, would enable them to take an independent and 
informed stand on public issues. 
 Therefore,the paper intends to assess the relevance of political education on sustainable 
national development in Nigeria’s fourth republic within the backdrop of President Umaru Musa 
Yar’Adua’s seven-point agenda. However,it would be imperative to proceed discussion byattempting 
a theoretical perspective of this paper. 
 
The Theoretical Perspective 
 The theoretical perspective of this paper is anchored on the prosition evolved by the 
proponents of the theory of political culture.The proponents include David Sills, Gabriel Almond, 
Bingham Powell, sydney Verba and Lucien Pye to mention just a view (Nna, 2000).Political culture 
according to Eminue (2001) is concerned with the knowledge of and belief about government held the 
citizens.Elaborating further, Almond and Verba  (1965) in their celebrating work titled ‘ The Civic 
Culture’ viewed political culture specifically as the pattern of individual political orientations, the 
attitude towards the political system the role of self in the political system.Indeed political culture in 
simplistic analogy refers to the nature and patterns of individual attitudes and orientations towards the 
political system. Dowse and hughes (1972) borrowing from the works of Talcott Parsons posit that 
political culture consists of three internalized orientations.These are cognitive, affective and 
evaluative orientations. Cognitive orientation is concerned with the kwowledge and individual 
(citizen) has about the political system;affective orientation is made up of feelings of 
involvement/attachment or otherwise of the individual towards the political system and evaluative 
orientation refers to judgement/opinions expressed by individuals about the political system. 

Knowledge Review Volume 21 No 4, December, 2010 



 
11

 Consequently, Almond and Verba (1965) identified three types of political culture.These are 
parochial, subject and participant political culture on the basis of which citizens could be clarified or 
distnguished in terms of their knowledge of political system, their knowledge of political system,their 
feelings towards it and their evaluation of government. Citizens under a parochial political culture 
have little knowledge of existence and operation of government and also have very little or non-
making processes and therefore do not expect anything from the political system (e.g many African 
states and Italy). Citizens in subject political culture have little awareness that their participation is an 
important input in the governmental process and that government has authority,but they are largely 
passive and apolitical because public policies are imposed from above by laeders in such a such a way 
that that the citizens lose faith in the ability of political system to provide for them (e.g. Germany). 
The participant political culture is the ideal type in the sense that the citizens know how they could 
influence policy making and they actually do so. In this type of political culture, the citizens 
participate actively in public policies formulation and implication. Classical examples of participant 
political culture are the United State of america (USA), Britain and the Scandinavan countries 
(Eminue, 2001). 
 The relevance of the theory of political culture to this paper could perhaps,be better 
appreciated from the fact that the Nigerian state ever since creation as a sovereign state in 1960 has 
withnessed a longer period of military governance at the detriment of civil governance. Indeed,the 
military had governed the state for thirty-one years and this has had far-reaching implications on the 
evolvement of an acceptable civil and democratic political culture by the Nigerian citizens..invariably, 
the prevailing political culture in Nigeria is the parochial political culture in which the citizens have 
little knowledge of the existence and operation of government. Furthermore, they do not have very 
little or non-existent opportunities for participation in the formulation and implimentation of public 
policies and therefore,they do not expect any thing from the political system. Imperatively, if this 
trend is not abated it would impact negatively on the successful implimentation of President 
Yar’Adua’s seven-point agenda that is intended to engender the national development of the Nigerian 
state. 
 Therefore, in the improving the role of the citizens in contributing their inputs in the decision-
making process in contemporary Nigeria’s political configuration there is the need to develop the 
political consciousness and sophistication of the generality of Nigerian citizens and this could be 
achieved through the political education of Nigerian citizens. 
 
Conceptual Clarification 
 Perhaps, for a proper comprehension and appreciation of the impact of political education on 
sustainable national development in Nigeria’s fourth republic, within the backdrop of President Yar 
’Adua’s seven-point agenda, it is imperative to proceed discussion with an attempt at emperically 
defining what political eeducation and national development are all about. Afterall these concepts –
political education and national development constitute the fulcrum of discussion in this paper . 
 
Political Education 
 Indeed, for a proper deligneation of the concept political education, it is imperative to proceed 
discussion with what politics is all about.Etymologically speaking, the conceptpolitics emanates from 
the Greek word ‘polis’ which connotes city-states. Of course, Aristotle, the great Greek philosopher 
was the very first person to make use politics referring to it to mean the general affairs operating in 
the Greek city-states at the time (Oyediran, 1998). This essencially borders on how the Greek city-
states were politically organized and administered towards the realization of their objectives of goals 
of existence. Consequently, for any society to enjoy some sort of political stability, it must fashion out 
a system of law and order regulated by some selected individuals, otherwise known as government. 
Such government must  be vested with authority to make an enforced laws as well as to claim 
obedience from its citizens. In return, the government must be able to protect the lives of the citizens 
and property and strives to improve their lots in all ramifications. 
 Politics therefore, according to Appadorai (1975) deals with the states or political society, 
meaning...a people organized for law within a definite territory. This know doubt views politics as a 
state-centred phenomenon. Politics as viewed in our modern days is much more complex and tends to 
revolve around the struggle for positions of power and influence. Thus, Lasswell (1980) described 
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politics as who gets what,when and how? To Dyke (1960), politics could be seen as a struggle among 
actors pursuing conflicting desires on public issues. 
 Corroborating on this point of view, Easton (1965) defined politics as the authoritative 
allocation of values in the society. By values, Easton refers to those things desire by man to live a 
comfortable life in the society. Indeed, addopting an operational definition of politics for the paper, it 
is neccessary to blend both the notion of politics as state-centred as well as a dynamic political 
process. In this connection, Nnoli (1986) perceives politics as comprising all those activities which 
are directly or indirectly associated with the seizure of state power, the consolidation of state power 
and the use of state power. 
 Political education on the other hand, could be viewed as the formal transmission of 
knowledge, fact and values of what is both politics and political to an individual in an educational 
system. It is sum total of knowledge, facts and values that is acquire frrom the study of political 
science which is an academic field of study within the social sciences that is taught in tertiary 
institutions. Political science has a very wide scope and include sub-fields such international relations, 
public admininistration,political Theory,comparative politics, etc. Anifowose and  Enemuo (1999) 
viewed political science specifically as the systematic study and analysis of politics with focus on the 
understanding of the political behaviour of individuals, groups and societies, the factors and 
conditions that affect political  actors, political events and institutions and most importantly, the 
scienctific study of the state, its relationship with individuals, groups and with other states of the 
world. 
 
National Development 
 The concept national development like most concepts in the social sciences defies an 
acceptable and universal definition. Perhaps, to really define the concept of national development 
emperically, it would be more appropriate to attempt to know what development entails. Development 
according to Okereke and Ekpe (2002) is a multi-dimensional process and focuses attention on man 
and his wellbeing. Indeed, development in modern usage is usually concerned with the improvement 
in the socio-economic realm of man. In this connection, it is concerned with the productive capacity 
of the economy and the appropriate social relations which facilitates the equitable distribution of 
economic benefits to the generality of the citizens. Therefore, the concept of development is man-
centred because constitute the fulcrum on which development revolves. 
Dudley (1972) corroborating on this notion provides a clue as to what to look for in a country’s 
development thus: 
  What has been happening to poverty? 
  What has been happening to unemployment? 
  What has been happening to inequality? 
  If all three of these have become less 
  Severe,then beyond doubt that this has 
  been a period of development for the country 
  concerned. If one or two of these central 
  problems has been growing worse, especially 
  if all three have, it would be strange to call 
  the result  �� development� , even if per capital 
  income had soared. 

Development therefore, is only meaningful when it serves to increase the access of poeple to 
basic necessities of life, allows poeple to participate in defining their periodity needs, proffer solutions 
to their problems and make tangible investment in their solutions (Obiajulu and Obi, 2004). 
Consequently, development implies the qualitative and quantitative change, not only in the standard 
of living of the members of the society but also the tranformation of the society, in all its 
ramifications. Therefore, the availability of such development indicators as high literacy rate, good 
road network, constant supply of electricity,improved medical facilities,decent housing as well as 
equitable distribution of income are indicative to a developed society and is a manifestation of the will 
and capacity to induce social change by the use of available resources to improved the living standard 
of the citizens (Okereke and Ekpe, 2002). 
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 Inferring, from the foregoing, national development could be viewed as the the process by 
which a nation progressively moves from one level of qualitative growth to the other, bulding it 
capacity to protect the people, empower its human resources base, improve the people’ quality of lives 
and give the good life,in a sustained rise in their standard of living (Nwolise, 2006). In summary, 
national development according to Obiajulu and Obi (2004) mus embraces the following objectives: 

i. It must focus on the poeple ; be man-centred and for his overall advancement; 
ii. It must increase the availability and widen the distribution of basic life sustaining goods such 

as foods, shelter, health and protection; 
iii. It must raise the level of living and in addition to higher incomes, the provision of more jobs, 

better education and better attention to cultural and humanistic values, all of which will serve 
not only to enhance material well-being but also individual freedom and participation in the 
decision of issues affecting his society; and finally; 

iv. It must expand the range of economic and social choices to individual and nations by freeing 
then from servitude and dependence, not only in relevance to their people and nation states 
but also to the forces of ignorance and human misery. 

Fundamentally, development must bring about an improvement in the living standards of the 
greater number of people in the society; nay in the nation-states. 

 
Relavance of Political Education on President Yar’Adua’s Seven-point Agenda for sustainable 
National Development in Nigeria’s Fourth Republic 

President Umaru Musa Yar’Adua on assumption of office as president and commander-in-
Chief of the Armed Forces of the Federal Republic of Nigeria on May 29th  1999 launched his 
economic blueprint with the intention of advancing the country forward into prosperity. The economic 
blueprint was encapsulated in what the President identified as the Seven-Point Agenda. The basic 
issues of the policy thrust of the seven-point agenda include: 

1. Power and Energy; 
2. Food Security and Agriculture; 
3. Wealth Creation and Employment; 
4. Mass Transportation; 
5. Land Reform; 
6. Security and the Niger Delta; and finally,  
7. Qualitative and Functional Education (Cited by Iwu, 2009). 
The seven-point agenda, no doubt is a bold attempt at impacting positively on the national 

development of the Nigerian state, it is of utmost importance that both the govern and the governed 
must work assiduosly towards the realization of the policy thrust of the seven-point agenda. 
 In furtherance to this, political education is very relavant to the task of accelarating the 
effective realization of the seven-point agenda in the sense that it would develop in the citizens the 
much desired political conciousness and awareness which alternately engenda the citizens active 
participation in both the decision-making process and implimentation of public policies in the 
Nigerian state. Indeeds, having transited from several years of military rule to a civil rule and 
democratic governance, political education would aid the citizens to understand and appreciate the 
various governmental efforts aimed at improving the standard of living of the citizens. The knwoledge 
of political education according to Eminue (2001) would inculcate the desire consciousness in the 
citizens and this would result in the citizens to be better informed, more articulate, progressive and 
partrotic since they are more knowledgeable about their state, their right, previledges and obligation 
and would participates actively in governmental programmes and policies. 
 Furthermore, political education is very relevant to the realization of the seven-point agenda 
because it would inculcate in the individual citizenship training, national and patrotism (Udokang, 
2006). Citizenship training according to Thompson and Umoh (2001) inculcate the spirit of political 
participation and democratic value. Imperative, when the citizens are acquainted with the knowledge 
and workings of government, government responsibilities, duties and obligations to them, this will 
engender active participation. Thompson and Umoh (2001) contend that if citizenship training is 
properly directed, it will develop among the citizens the intellectual ability to think reasonably, 
critically and logically. Consequently, the citizens will be endowed with brevity, skill, vision, 
forseight and the capacity in executing national responsibilities. 
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 Moreover, political education is very relevant to the task of realizing the seven-point agenda 
because it exposes the citizens to knowing their rights, duties, obligations and previledges. Indeed, 
political education is instrumental to the awareness of the existence and the enjoyment of freedom 
(Eminue2001). 
 Finally, political education is very relevant to the task of achieving the seven-point agenda 
because it would help the individual to acquire leadership training which would placed them in the 
vintage position to contribute their quota to national development. Ofcourse,leadership in any sphere 
of life according to Thompson and Umoh (2001) requires adequate preparation of the citizens with 
such qualities as discipline, devotion, dedication, courage, wisdom, imagination,vision, selflessness, 
honesty, creative and respect for justice and equity. 
 
Conclusion 
 This paper has critically discussed the relevance of political education on sustainable national 
development in Nigeria’s fouth republic within the backdrop of President Yar’Adua’s seven-point 
agenda. It is the contention of the paper with due recognition to the fact that the Nigerian state which 
experienced several years of military rule should as a matter of urgency embark on a programme of 
re-orientating the Nigerian citizens so as to enable them contribute their quota meaningfully to the 
task of national development of the Nigerian state. 
 
Recommendations 
 Based on the conclusion drawn in this paper, it is highly recommended that the political 
education of the citizens should be intensified by making political education compulsory at all levels 
of  our educational system. To achieve this, qualified and dedicated teachers versed in the teaching of 
the discipline-political education should employed and assigned to teach the subject to Nigerian 
citizens. More importantly, instructional materials (teaching aids) should be made available to 
facilitate the effective teaching and learning of political education. 
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